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1. If you could take one book 
to a deserted island, what 
would it be? 
 
My first instinct here is to be glib 
and say Hatchet or something 
else suitably survival-oriented, 
but I'm going to assume the island 
is a little bit hospitable and say 
Infinite Jest, as being alone with it 
on a desert island is probably the 
only circumstance I could finish it 
under at the moment. It's the 
book I feel guiltiest about not 
having finished.  
 
2. What is your writing 
space? 
 
Depending on what I'm writing, I 
write all over the place, but at the 
moment I'm doing a lot at my 
desk, or sitting on my couch with 
my laptop on the coffee table, 
which is an enjoyable and 
engaging place to write, but my 
lower back is giving me clues that 
it might be unsustainable, long-
term. I did a lot of writing during 
season one of The Writing Cave 
(an excellent two-nights-a-week 
program run by the Flash Factory 
Writers Studio). I have my fingers 
crossed it will run for another 
season. 

3. If you are in a writing rut, 
how do you get yourself out 
of it? 
 
When I'm struggling I tend to 
read, as it feels like I'm still 
investing time in the same overall 
goal. I'm not very good at just 
pushing myself to keep producing 
when what I'm writing is bad. I 
don't have that switch. I find that 
the best way to get myself back 
into things is to seek out external 
discipline - like settling down to 
write next to someone else who's 
working. It adds that little extra 
bit of impetus to work through 
until the stuff I'm putting down 
isn't instant-bin-bad. 
 
4. Pen, pencil, computer, 
typewriter, lipstick on a mirror 
- what is your preferred tool of 
trade? 
 
I write on my laptop for the most 
part. I used to do all my writing 
on my desktop computer but 
somewhere along the way 
convinced myself that I wrote 
better on the laptop. Or I just got 
more used to the keyboard on it. 
That said, I'm saving to buy a nice 
mechanical keyboard for my 
desktop and hopefully that'll be a 
way to get a good step away from 
this foolish superstition. I also 
carry a notebook, which is 
annoyingly handy. When I don't 
have the notebook I find myself 
missing it and scribbling notes on 
little rag-ends of paper, which 
then get stuffed in my bag and 
later decanted into a box on my 
desk. Sometimes I sift through it 
looking for money. 
 



5. If the world was going to 
end in a week and you had to 
choose between a small 
remote island or a metropolis 
to live out your last days, 
which would you choose? 
 
I'd probably go the island. I'm not 
sure I'd really want to see the 
breakdown of civilisation up 
close. 
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